CHAPTER ONE

REMBERANCE AND BIRTH

We therefore know for sure, from the copy of thisletter (1) to the Rector of
St Tudy, the Reverend Henry Edwin Eardley, that JuliaH. Cannan was the
wife of Captain Horatius James Cannan, D.S.O.

From an obituary (2) in the Times dated 4th Nov 1916; it states. “Captain
Horatius James Cannan, R.F.A., who was wounded on 23rd October, died
on 2nd November (1916). He was formally a volunteer, resigning in 1900.

He joined the R.F.A. at the outbreak of war and was mentioned in dispatches
on January 1st. He was wounded dlightly last June and was awarded the
D.SO. inJuly (1916).”

From an obituary (3) in the Herald of the Star, (1916) it writes: “ It iswith
regret that we have to announce the death, from wounds, on 2nd November,
in France, of Captain H. J. Cannan, D.S.O. late manager of The Herald of
the Star. At the outbreak of war, Mr. Cannan resigned his post as manager
and volunteered. He was in the Royal Field Artillery and mentioned in
Dispatches in January of this year and received the medal of the
Distinguished Service Order in July. May Light perpetual shine upon him.”

The supplement (4) to The London Gazette of Friday 22nd September 1916
adds that H.J.C was appointed to be a Companion of The Distinguished
Service Order, (D.S.0.) in recognition of his* gallantry during a long
period of operations, in going forward to observe before positions were
consolidated. On several occasions he came in contact with the enemy, and
acquitted himself most courageously. His reconnaissances, carried out at
great personal risk have produced much valuable information.”

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Certificate records:

“In memory of Captain Horatius James Cannan, DSO. ‘B’ Bty. 78" Bde,
Royal Field Artillery, who died age 50 on 02 November 1916. Husband of
Julia H. Cannan of 39 Royal Avenue, Chelsea, London. Remembered with
honour, St. Sever Cemetery, Rouen, France.” ,sabe o).

Note: This makes his date of birth 1866.
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